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REPORT of the COMMITTEE on the NEGRO and 
ABORIGINES FUND, 1854. 



At a> Meeting for Sufferings, held 17th of 5th month, 1854. 

The Committee appointed on the appropriation of the 
Negro and Aborigines Fund have brought in the 
following Report. * 

" The Committee on the Negro and Aborigines Fund report, 
that the receipts since the last Report, including the legacy of 
the late John -Brook, and also interest on deposits, amount to 
£283 68. lOd. ; and that grants to the amount of £590 108. have 
been made to about eighty schools. The Fund presents a 
balance unappropriated of £909 158. 6d. 

" Since our last Report the circumstances of our colonies, so 
far as this Fund is concerned, have varied little from those of 
latter years : they present, however, at least an equal need for 
help, which is most gratefully received, and has been the means, 
in many cases, of keeping open valuable schools which must 
otherwise have been closed. 

" On behalf of the Committee, 

" ROBERT ALSOP. 
" London, 

" 16th of 5th month, 1854." 



STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT, 1854. 



Dr. 

1853. 

To balance reported as un- £ s. d. 

engaged 1216 18 8 

To cash received as under, 
to date 5 mo. 2, 1854:— 

Ireland 61 15 6 

Anonymous 10 

Durham 5 

J. Brook's Legacy ... 179 

Interest 27 11 4 



Carried forward XI 500 5 6 



Cb. 

1853.— 7 mo. 19. 

By grant to Jas. Gibson, for £ «. d. 
school at Belle Castle, 
Jamaica 5 

„ do. to Jno.Clatk, fordo, 
at Brown's Town, Buxton, 
Bethany and Stepuey, Ja- 
maica 20 

„ to J. Dalgliesh, for 8 
schools at New Amster- 
dam, &c, Berhice 40 

„ do. to Hy. Jackson, for 
do. at Halifax, Nova Sco- 
tia (for runaway negroes) 5 

„ do. to B. Millard, for 4 
schools near St Ann's 
Bay, Jamaica 20 

„ do. to E. A.Wallbridge, 
for 10 schools in Deme- 
rara 50 

1854.— 5 mo. 4. 

„ do. to W. M'Laggan, for 

.school at Sturge Town, 

Jamaica 7 10 

„ do. to Wm. Alloway, for 

do.atWhitefieldJamaica 5 
„ do. to Ellis Frey, for do. 

at Refuge and Clark 

Town, Jamaica 10 

,', do. to P. J. Lillie, for do. 

at Davyton, Jamaica ... 5 
„ do. to Jas. M. Philippo, 

for. do. Metropolitan, &c, 

Jamaica, 4 schools 20 

„ do. to Saml. Joues, for 

do. at Annota Bay, Ja- 
maica 5 

„ do. to E. Hewett, for do. 

at Mount Carey, &c, Ja- 
maica, 7 schools 40 

„ do. to G. R. Henderson, 

for do. at Bethlephil and 

Hastings 10 

Carried forward ... £242 10 



Dr. 
1854. 

Brought forward 



£ 8. d. 
1500 5 6 



£1500 5 6 



Cr. 

1854.— 5 mo. 4. 

£ $. d. 

Brought forward 242 10 

By grant to J.E. Henderson, 
for do. at Waldensia, 
Unity and Hoby Town, 
Jamaica 20 

„ do. to A. Hyams, for do. 
at Dublin Castle and Con- 
stitution Hill 10 

„ do. to Jas. Hume, for 
do. at Mount Hermon, 
&c. (4 schools), Jamaica 20 

„ do. to Jas. Gibson, for 
do. at Belle Castle, Ja- 
maica 5 

„ do. to C. Armstrong, for 
do. at Mount Peto, Ja- 
maica 15 

„ do. to do. for a supply 
of medicines 3 

„ do. to W. J. Gardner, 
for schools at Chapelton . 
and Bedford Kraal, Ja- 
maica 15 

„ do. to G. W. Westerby, 
for schools in Antigua ... 50 

„ do. to R. M. Ballantine, 
for schools at Roseau, Do- 
minica 10 

„ do. to H. Capern, for 
schools in the Bahamas 25 

„ do. towards the proposed 
boarding and training 
school for girls, at Ket- 
tering, Jamaica (£50 per 
annum for 3 years) 150 

„ do. to W. Dendy, for 
schools at Salter's Hill, 
SpringBeld and John's 
Hall, Jamaica 20 

n do to W. Hillyer, for 
school at Chapelton, Ja- 
maica 5 

Balance unengaged ... 909 15 6 

£1500 5 6 



REPORT of the COMMITTEE on the NEGRO and 
ABORIGINES FUND, 1855. 



TO THE MEETING FOB SUFFERINGS. 

The Committee on the appropriation of the Negro and 
Aborigines Fund present to the Meeting for Sufferings the fol- 
lowing statement of their accounts for the past year ; showing 
grants to the amount of £457, by which aid has been extended 
out of this Fund to about sixty schools. A balance of £482 
15a. 6d. still continues unengaged, with which the Committee 
hope to be able to meet all the more important cases for the 
coming year. 

As upon former occasions, they may remark that the Island 
of Jamaica has presented the greatest number of claims ; yet, 
in addition to these, grants have been made to several schools 
in Demerara and Berbice. Taking into consideration the 
afflictive dispensations of cholera and small pox with which 
these countries have been visited, as well as the long-continued 
drought, the general position of the people does not convey to 
the Committee any ground for discouragement, but rather for 
perseverance and renewed efforts in this work and labour of 
love. 

As regards the aborigines, they can only report upon one 
or two small schools among the Indians near the Berbice 



River, and one educational establishment at Akropong, on the 
Gold Coast, as having been assisted out of this Fund. They 
wish, however, to commend the cause of this often-oppressed 
class to the watchful care of Friends ; and will feel glad to 
receive information, from time to time, of any circumstances 
under which the Committee might have the opportunity of 
being useful to them. 

It is the intention of the Committee, this year, again to 
submit extracts from the very interesting correspondence which 
has come to hand, which they would especially commend to the 
perusal of Friends* 

On behalf of the Committee, 

ROBERT ALSOR 
London, 

lQthofSthmo. 1855. 



STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT, 1855. 



Dr. 

1854.— 6 mo. 30. 

To balance reported as un- £ s, d. 

engaged 909 15 6 

Interest on deposit 14 17 7 

12 mo. 30. 
Interest on deposit 15 2 5 



Curried forward ... £939 15 «5 



Cb. 

1854.— 5 mo. 7. 

By grant to W. Claydon, for £ t. d. 
schools at Providence and 
Nightingale Grove, Ja- 
maica 10 

„ do. to Jos. Gordon, for 
do. at Mount Nebo, Ja- 
maica 7 10 

„ do. to J no. Dalgliesh, for 
schools in Berbice 40 

„ do. to J. O. Beardslie, 
for school at Kingston, 
Jamaica 5 

11 mo. 1. 

„ do. to W. Dendy, for do. 
at Salter's Hill, &c, Ja- 
maica 20 

„ do. to Josiah Andrews, 
for do. at Ridgmount, Ja- 
maica 5 

„ do. to H. B. Harris, for 
do. at Belle Castle, Ja- 
maica 5 

„ do. to T. H. Clarke, for 
do. at Four Paths, &c, 
Jamaica 20 

„ do. to J. G. Widinann, 
for coarse clothing, school 
materials, &c, in aid of a 
school at Akropong, Gold 
Coast, W. Africa 20 

„ do. to Alex. Lindo, for 
schools at Morant Bay, 
Prospect Penn, and Port 
Morant, Jamaica 15 

„ do. to Jas. Milne, for do. 
at Dry Harbour, &c, Ja- 
maica 10 

„ do. to Fred. Jones, for 
do. at Mount Carmel,&c, 
Jamaica 20 

„ do. towards cost of 
school-room 5 

Carried forward ... £182 10 O 



Dr. 



1854.— r3 mo. 30. 




At forward ... 


£ t. 


d. 
6 



Carried forward ... £939 15 



Cb. 

1854.— It mo. 1. 

£ s. 

Brought forward 182 10 

By grant to B. Millard, 
towards cost of school- 
room at St. Ann's Bay, 
&c, Jamaica (L. M.) ... 20 

„ do. to E. A. Wallbridge, 
for do. in Demerara 50 

„ do. to M. Knibb, for do. 
at Kettering, Jamaica ... 5 

„ do. for two machines for 
dressing plantain? for 
school-labour, sent to E. 
Frey, Refuge, Jamaica, 
and to J. Ketley, Demerara 10 

„ do. to John Clark, for 
sohools at Brown's Town, 
Bethany, Buxton, and 
Stepney, Jamaica 20 

„ do. to do., for building 
and repairs 20 

1855.— 2 mo. 28. 

„ do. to do. for school at 
Salem 5 

„ do. to S. Hodges, for do. 
at StewartTo wd, Jamaica 10 

„ do. to David Day, for do. 
at Jack's River, Bariffe 
Hall, and Port Maria ... 10 

„ do. to J. O. Beardslie, 
for do. at Kingston, Ja- 
maica 10 

5 mo. 3. 

„ do. to G. R. Henderson, 
for do. at Bethlephil and 
Orange Valley, Jamaica 10 

„ do. to W. J. Gardner, 
for schools at Chapel ton 
and Mount Liberty, Ja- 
maica , 10 

„ do. to W. Claydon, for 
do. at Greenock and 
Hayes Savanna, and in- 
fant school, Jamaica (two 
years) 20 

„ do. to J. O. Beardslie, 
for do. at Kingston and 
Short wood, Jamaica 10 

„ do. to B. Millard, for 
book depot at St. Ann's 
Bay, Jamaica 25 

Carried forward ... £417 10 
A 5 



10 



D*. 






1854.— 12 mo. 
Brought forward •»• 


30. 

£ $. 
... 039 Id 


6 



£939 15 6 



Cb. 

1855.— 5 mo. 3. 

£ t. 4. 

Brought forward 417 10 

By grant for freight of plan- 
tain machines 4 10 

„ do. to J. Da1glie8h, for 

schools in Berbice 25 

„ do. to do. for Indian 

schools 10 

Balance unengaged ••• 482 15 6 

£939 15 6 



EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE* 



JAMAICA. * 

James Milne, Dry Harbour, R O., May 25, 1854, writes : — 

* £ The instruction given in our schools is of a Christian 
character, based on the Holy Scriptures, but it is purely 
undenominational. We use no sectarian formulary of any 
kind, and we have children in our schools connected with 
all religious denominations ; and I never had a complaint of 
a desire expressed to bias the minds of the children towards 
that section of the church to which I belong* I rather 
encourage the children to keep to their own places of worship 
and Sabbath schools on the Sabbath.* 1 



James Hume, Mount Hermon, February 21, 1855, says : — 

" The Scriptures continue to be circulated to a pleasing 
extent. During twelve months, ending January 31, this year, 
I sold more than 250 Bibles and 56 Testaments, besides 
Hymn Books, Primers and more advanced Lesson Books. Of 
a very interesting paper published monthly in America, called 
the ( Child's Paper/ I distributed 60 every monthj and must 
this year add to my order/ 1 



John Clark, Brown's Town, May 16, 1854, says : — 

" It is to be regretted that few children remain long enough 
in the school to make great proficiency in learning, and that 



12 



the attendance of nearly all the scholars is irregular, in com 
quence of their parents employing them to work their groiui 
or sending them to the estates to labour. The attendance 
year is much the same as the last ; but about one half of the 
children who were then at school are now absent, and their 
places are filled up by new scholars. Notwithstanding these 
drawbacks a large amount of good has been done, and in con- 
nexion with our Sabbath-school efforts many hundreds of 
young people have been instructed in useful and Scriptural 
knowledge, a large portion of whom are now settled in life, and 
amongst the most respectable of our peasantry and small 
planters ; while, with God's blessing on our labours, not a few 
have been made wise unto salvation, and are adorning the 
Gospel of God their Saviour* 

"About a month ago Sir Henry Barkly, the Governor, 
passing through Brown's Town, called to see the school: he 
went from class to class, hearing the children read in the 2nd, 
3rd and 4th Irish school hooks, and in the Bible ; after which 
he expressed his satisfaction with the progress they had 
made, and especially with their knowledge of Scripture and 
geography. 

" Subsequently to his visit, in reply to an address presented 
to him by myself and brethren, he said, * Ample opportunity 
has been afforded me, during my present tour, of judging for 
myself of the good which has been effected by your labours in 
districts very often so remote and difficult of access that they 
must otherwise, in all probability, have remained destitute of 
the means of religious worship or secular instruction ; and I 
should he unworthy of the position I have the honour to fill 
were I to permit my personal convictions as a member of the 
Established Church to weaken my testimony to the great value 
of the services rendered to the cause of civilization and humanity 
by the Society to which you belong. * • * You will ever find me 
ready to employ the influence derivable from my office for the 
countenance and support of your Missions, and more especially 
the numerous and well-conducted educational establishments 
invariably associated with them, which reflect bo much credit, 
bulb individually and collectively, upon the ministry of the 

uninfltwm. 1 M 
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Benjamin Millard, St. Ann's Bay, March 18, 1854, writes: — 

" In addition to the schools, I have commenced a class for 
the mental and moral improvement of young men, who are to 
prepare essays on given subjects to be read and criticised, and 
who receive instruction on such topics as may prove useful to 
them. This class will, I hope, be the nucleus of an institution 
which is to reach the community at large. We purposely begin 
on a small scale, in the expectation of seeing it enlarged in 
course of time. We need some materials, such as maps, 
hooks , diagrams, &c», which are difficult to be obtained, save 
for cash. 

" On the whole, while there is much, very much, to dis- 
courage in carrying on the work of education, still there is 
much to induce one, in spite of difficulties, to keep on and 
educate the young. The kind and dear Mends in England 
render us a very great encouragement* The interest they 
manifest holds up our hands and cheers our hearts when 
otherwise we might despond* Glad shall we be if the Com- 
mittee of the fund for the education of the Jamaica peasantry 
can renew their kind aid to our various schools, as also to my 
* young men's class/ " 



J. E, Henderson, Hoby Town, February 17, 1854, writes: — 



** I think I may say that the circumstances of the people 
here are somewhat improved ; the attendance at the different 

» places of worship is excellent, while the large number of 
children and young people who attend our Sabbath schools 
afford ground to hope that the generations now rising up will 
be free from the vices and superstitious that have disgraced 
their fathers and mothers." 

Again, and on date March 6, 1855, he says: — 

" I need not tell you that these schools involve much 
expense, and that on account of the increased reduction in the 
wages of the peasantry, it is very difficult to keep them in 
operation. I trust nothing will occur to prevent your Society 
from making a grant for each of these schools. These former 
favours have been very useful to me, and any further sums 
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that may be voted shall he faithfully applied to the pD 
for which they are granted." 

In another letter, dated September 22, 1855, he says : — 

" I believe we are all trying to make our schools self* 
supporting, and I am not without hope that success will 
follow our efforts. We have, however, difficulties to contend 
with of no ordinary character* It may gratify you if I tell 
you of a circumstance that has occurred within the last two 
months; — A number of people connected with one of our 
schools, but living a long distance from any church, lately 
determined to have a Bchool in their own neighbourhood; 
they set to work, built, with their own hands, a very com* 
fortable school -room and a small cottage for a teacher; 
engaged, through a missionary, a very excellent young black 
man for a teacher, and have each pledged himself to give 
nine dollars {£1 16s.) per annum towards his support, I heard 
only yesterday that they had upwards of one hundred children 
in attendance. Now does not this fact show that some begin 
to understand the value of education ? Ought not such people 
to be encouraged ? It would afford me much pleasure if I could 
obtain a small grant, either of money or school materials, 
them, I do hope that our friends will not believe all the ne 
papers say about the ignorance of our people, I have a station 
now under my care, called Ourney's Mount (at which I would 
at once commence a day school if I could secure about £10 
per annum), where there is a large Sabbath school, and where 
at least 200 children and young people possess their own 
Bibles, which they can read in a very creditable manner, 

"I was in a booksellers shop a few days ago, when the 
person keeping it said, ■ You would be astonished, sir, at the 
number of children who come here on a Saturday to buy slates, 
copy-books and ink/ I mention these things that our friends 
who have been kind enough to help us may see that 
money has not been thrown away." 

wr 
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Frederick Jones, Mount Camel, Chapelton, May 10, 1 
writes: — 

** A few years back I think that I laid my position before 
>u, and you were kind enough to exert your influence on mj 











behalf in such a manner that the Society of Friends were 
generous enough to render me some pecuniary assistance in a 
time of extreme necessity. It will be gratifying to you to 
learn that the aid sent caused me to resume my labours 
amongst my poor dear people, and that it appeared to be an 
interposition of Providence to fasten me amongst them, and 
there is now every appearance that I am to spend and be spent 
with them. As I know yon take a deep interest La the 
education and elevation of the people of this island, I will give 
you an instance of the benefit of early education. In 1851, 
just after the visitation of the cholera, the Lord did most 
remarkably bless my preaching among the young who had 
formerly been my day scholars. It was a time when the Spirit 
of the Lord was most abundantly poured out upon us, and 
was a time of real refreshing from the presence of the Lord* 
Upwards of thirty, from the age of eleven to twenty-two, were 
converted to Christ, and soon afterwards they made a public 
profession by uniting in church fellowship, and their walk and 
fruits are very pleasing. Twelve of them have become devoted 
Sabbath- school teachers and employ 4heir talents in various 
paths of usefulness* Every Friday evening seven or eight of 
them meet me for mental and spiritual improvement, and bring 
a written paper on some Scripture doctrine or subject. I trust 
yet to see some of them become shining lights in the cause of 
Christ, It is fourteen years ago since I commenced my 
labours here, and Mr. John Candler came with me on my first 
visit to the people, and named the place Mount Carmel. From 
that time I can calculate upon 300 whom I have taught to read 
the Bible, but not one of my scholars has ever been sent to 
the Penitentiary. The population on the mountain is not 
large, and the people generally are very poor : if I did not toil 
hard and act very economically I could not well exist among 
them. I think I told you before that I was the first to make a 
small sugar-mill amongst them, and now there are no less than 
eight on the mountain. I think that I also told you that I 
have no Society at my back, but am entirely dependent upon 
my own efforts and the people for support- I have never yet 
taken a penny of Government money, neither do I ever wish. 
We have just finished a very substantial place of worship; I 
gave all the timber free of charge, and the labour on the 
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building is worth £300* The people have done the whole 
themselves, with the exception of about ±'50 from different 
friends and about £25 I am responsible for, which is rather * 
large sum, not knowing where it is to come from : this would 
not hate been owing if it had not been for the heavy rains, 
which prevented many coming to the opening service on the 
18th of April* I planned the whole of the building myself 
and was at work upon it every day tiU it was finished. Some 
of the young men gave as much as forty days' labour on it : I 
send you a rough sketch of it. My day school is not large ; I 
have a black youth who assists me ; the school payments do not 
clear his keep. There are forty in attendance. We have two 
excellent Sabbath schools, one of eighty and another of ninety, 
in regular attendance : nothing at all denominational is taught 
in them ; although my principles of church government arc 
congregational I avoid anything of a sectarian nature ; and I 
believe if many of my people were asked, 'What Society do 
you belong to ?* their answer would be * Christians/ 



W. J, Gardner, Chapelton, March 8, 1855, says: — 






" It may perhaps be interesting to you if I state that I have 
just succeeded in forming a Mutual Improvement Society at 
this place. As, to the best of my knowledge, this is an untried 
experiment in Jamaica, I cannot be sure that the plan I have 
struck out will be the best ; still it promises to work well. 

" The subscription is eight shillings per annum : we m 
once a week ; once a mouth for the investigation of BiblL 
subjects; once for the reading of original papers by the 
members, and remarks thereon; and once for the friendly 
discussion of some interesting subject. We also hope once a 
month to have a lecture, open to those who are not members 
upon payment of a small sum. These lectures we wish to have 
illustrated and simplified by the use of diagrams, &c, We have 
ordered a magic lantern with instructive slides on scientific 
subjects, and also one series of the diagrams (those on the 
literary history of the Bible) published by the Working Man's 
Educational Union, and I have also written to the Committee 
of the British and Foreign School Society to see if they will 
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furnish us with a set of pneumatic apparatus at a reduced 
price. 

" The Eev. S. H. Clark gave the introductory lecture : the 
only medical man near us, Dr. Smith, has promised one on the 
' Air,' and the Rector will follow him. I think, if we succeed, 
it will he a good thing for this neighbourhood, and our example 
may stimulate others. I should be very glad if you could 
favour me with any useful suggestions. We hope soon to get a 
tolerable library ; I have placed in it one of each of the different 
little works left some years ago by Mr. Candler, published, 
I believe, by the Friends in Dublin : about £7 or ^8 has been 
collected, among the sixty members who have already joined, as 
a special subscription for the library. I should add that, with 
two exceptions, all the members are black or coloured. 

" We have had our first discussion meeting ; the question 
was, ' War : is it justifiable ? and, if so, under what circum- 
stances ?' I was glad to see that a proper sense of the horrors 
of war prevailed. Mr. Pinnock contended that war was unjus- 
tifiable under any circumstances, and he assigned the following 
reasons : — It was almost invariably the result of bad motives, 
such as ambition, self-glorification and pride : the sinews of 
war were supplied by men taken from the most useful pursuits 
of life, agriculture, &c. ; the taxation it occasioned is a heavy 
drag on the prosperity of the country : it always engendered the 
worst passions of the human heart. He here described the 
horrors of war after a siege, &c. It was, moreover, altogether 
opposed to the principles of Christianity. I thought this was 
good ; and it seemed to me to prove that in argument, as in 
many other things, the blacks are not behind their white, and, 
in many respects, more favoured, brethren. The discussion was 
postponed until the next meeting, when a German, one of the 
two white men I mentioned, will lead it, maintaining that war 
is unjustifiable. 

" I do not know that the above will be of any interest to you, 
but believing that you would take an interest in anything that 
seemed calculated to improve the mental and moral state of the 
people, I could not forbear from these statements." 

W. Claydon, Four Paths, October 25, 1855, writes as 
follows : — 
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" I am very thankful for your kind hints respecting reading* 
rooms, &c, and shall be ever thankful to receive any informa- 
tion on the formation and conducting such institutions ; they 
are the great want of this island. Many of our elder scholars 
leave school tolerably well informed — as much so perhaps as 
most children in English village schools — but with their leaving 
school there is an end of improvement ; with very few excep- 
tions, they begin to retrograde ; very few (though the number 
is fast increasing) go on improving and rise to useful positions. 
This is hardly to be wondered at — however much to be deplored; 
they toil all day in a tropical sun — they take their chief meal in 
the evening, after leaving work ; they have few domestic com- 
forts — no convenience for pursuing a course of study ; no suit- 
able books— no member in the family, capable of appreciating 
their information ; their dwellings, in a free village, widely 
separated, on hill-sides of difficult access : so that it is really 
* pursuit of knowledge under difficulties/ where they do perse- 
vere. 

" Eeading-rooms, Mutual Improvement Societies, &c, would 
go far to remedy this ; but there are difficulties even here : we 
find, at the onset, want of suitable rooms, in suitable localities, 
and suitable furniture for those rooms, such as books, scientific 
apparatus, &c. ; especially do we want a series of books on the 
common things of life, arts, sciences, trades, &c, prepared for 
the negro population, whose vocabulary is much more simple 
and contracted than is generally supposed." 

Edward Hewett, Mount Carey, Montego Bay, October 28, 
1855, says : — 

" I may state that all our plans will be unhinged, if your aid 
should not be extended to us this year : the truth is, we have 
so long been the recipients of your kind assistance, that our 
arrangements have been made on the faith of its continuance, 
and you may, therefore, imagine the difficulty we shall be in if 
it is discontinued this year. The question of education is, in 
my opinion, on the advance with all classes of the com- 
munity." 
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J. Hull, of Basseterre, October 24, 1855, says:— 

" You are probably aware that, at the close of the year 1854, 
this island was severely visited by the cholera, which carried off 
nearly one -sixth of the population; and in our congregation at 
Basseterre alone, 400 persons were removed to another world. 
This severe calamity has not only entailed much sorrow and 
distress, but has had the effect of diminishing the attendance 
of children at our schools — in some cases through loss of both 
parents — in other s 5 through want of sufficient means/' 







BERBICE. 



John Dalgliesh, New Amsterdam, October 22, 1853, writes : — 

" Since I last wrote to you I have visited the aborigines up 
the Berfaice River, by whom I was well received; during my 
short stay they embraced every opportunity of receiving instruc- 
tion, and expressed an earnest desire to have a teacher located 
amongst them. A very painful circumstance has rendered this 
very desirable and likely to be attended with more practical be- 
thau at any former period. There are two distinct tribes 
<li other: a death took place iu the one 
f iotislv imagined to be caused by [sorcery 
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afraid to remain in the savannahs and creeks, have removed to 
the banks of the river, and consequently can be much easier 
reached than formerly ; their being so much scattered and so 
far separated from each other was a great drawback to one 
person doing much amongst them." 

Again, under date January 23, 1854, he says : — 

"I am glad to inform you that we have succeeded in ob- 
taining a teacher to labour amongst the Indians, and who 
(D.V.) will enter on his labours in three weeks; he is an 
elderly person, a deacon of the church here, well fitted, I think, 
for the important work : his wife is a very intelligent person, 
who has received a good education, and will be quite capable of 
teaching the school whilst her husband is employed in visiting 
the various Indian settlements. We found considerable diffi- 
culty in obtaining a person for this work : a young person would 
not do, and it was difficult to find an elderly person sufficiently 
advanced in education; however, I think we have succeeded 
The Indians have promised to aid in putting up a house ; how- 
ever, we shall have to provide boards and nails, and pay for part of 
the labour, so that we shall be glad now for the .£10 kindly voted 
by the Committee for the Indians solely, and the £5 towards 
the erection of the teacher's house." 



WESTERN AFRICA. 



J. G. Widmann, Akropong, February 22, 1854, writes : — 

" Akropong is about forty miles in the interior, situated on m 
lofty mountain, surrounded by great forests, in the midst of 
which the natives have their plantations. Our chief aim is to 
preach the blessed Gospel of Jesus Christ to the poor negroes, 
as the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth ; 
but at the same time we take much pains, by word and example, 
to improve the temporal condition of the natives, knowing that 
nnistiaiiity and civilization, agriculture, and a lawful trade, are 
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the best barriers against slavery. You may be aware that we have 
here five families of Christian negroes whom we brought over 
from Jamaica in 1843, that by example they might encourage the 
heathens to forsake their fetishes and receive the Word of God, 
to abandon the slave trade, and cultivate their extensive and 
fruitful land properly ; and, thanks be to God* their influence has 
hitherto not been without a beneficial effect. But our Jamaica 
brethren have still great difficulty to maintain themselves 
without any support from our Society, One of the greatest 
difficulties is this, that there are no beasts (beasts of burden) 
and no proper roads to convey the productions to the coast ; 
all must be carried by men. TVe indeed brought some horses, 
mules and asses with us from Jamaica, but all died very soon : 
with cows we make trials again and again. 

u One of our European brethren, Joseph Mohr, spends all 
his time and strength in superintending and directing temporal 
concerns. We have now a fine little coffee plantation, about 
yOOO fruit- bearing trees, and also a pretty large arrow* root 
plantation ; both coffee and arrow-root thrive excellently here 
on the Akropian Hills. There was a Government officer here 
some weeks ago, who said that he never saw such a nice place 
in Africa as Akropong. We have also a great number of 
orange, mangoe and other fruit-bearing trees, and some grapes 
begin also to bear fruit. Our emigrants plant now, in particular, 
coffee and arrow-root, and the natives perceive how valuable 
these articles are, and begin now also to plant coffee and other 
fruit trees- I hope, by God's blessing, the time will come when 
an immense quantity of very good coffee can be sent to Europe 
from these hills, which are as yet dense forest, in the midst of 
which the negroes have their little plantations. The sugar* 
cane would also grow very well here, but in many places the 
white ants destroy it. There is a large quantity of palm-oil 
exported from these places. 

11 Joseph Mohr has a small number of boys around him, 
whom, when their school-time is over, he instructs in general 
agriculture. Those of our school-boys who wish to become 
carpenters, blacksmiths, masons, shoemakers, &c, have also 
opportunities to be apprenticed, but till now most of them 
would like to become teachers. 

* Our boys school numbers about thirty -6ve pupils, and the 
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girls' school about thirty ; but now, since (by order of our Com- 
mittee at home) we shall no more distribute clothes among the 
children, the numbers will be lessened. The wives of the mis- 
sionaries have also a small number of young girls with them, 
whom they feed (in order to have them altogether under their 
care) and teach to sew, knit and learn any suitable business; 
some of them are very docile, and our petty king sometimes 
sends some clothes, &c, to be made for him. 

" Then we have a little seminary of about nine young lads, 
whom we train as teachers ; some of them are very promising: 
the first class is already in service. At Christiansborg there is 
a similar institution for boys and one for girls." 

Samuel Crowther, to Anna Gurney, May 24, 1854, writes as 
follows : — 

"In the month of March the construction of a wooden 
bridge, about forty-two feet long, over the Sokori stream, which 
runs through the south and west suburbs of Abbeokuta, his 
engaged a share of my attention. This rivulet has been a great 
annoyance to the inhabitants these many years. There being 
no bridge of any kind, they wade it all times ; and when it rains 
heavily, it swells so high and runs so rapidly, that persons who 
attempted to cross it had been swept away, and some drowned 

" When returning from Sierra Leone, in 1852, heavy rains 
fell the day we entered Abbeokuta. A young woman who 
went, among the rest, to meet us on the way, in attempting to 
cross, on her return, was drifted many yards from her track ; 
and had it not been for active swimmers who were crossing nasi 
the time, and who immediately went to her assistance, she would 
have been carried away. These circumstances, together with 
our new station at Oure being so near as to afford facility in 
going over the stream to invite the people to attend the means 
of grace, and to cut off every pretext of excuse on account of 
the stream preventing them and their children going to church 
and school, induced me to construct the bridge in this part of 
the town, with a new and spacious road, 528 yards in length 
and h yards wide, wliich certainly presents a pleasing mark of 
improvi'iut lit, comfort and civilization. Hundreds, yea, every 
passcii^t r. saluted us with ' May God bless you,' which good 
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wishes are due to the Society of Friends, because by them 
I was furnished with the means transmitted to me by you in 
1851. At the completion of the bridge and road I went to 
inform the chief Lara of it, as he had aided me in obtaining this 
suitable locality. Mr. Xing accompanied me. I told him we 
had done all in our power to facilitate his people's coming to 
attend the means of grace, — a resident house built, with a 
church close by, and every obstacle removed from the way of 
the people on the other side of the stream, — he must now do his 
part. He shook me by the hand, and said that he was told of 
the great work we had done ; and now it remains with him to 
tell his people to send their children to school^ which he pro- 
mised to do the next day. I hope he will be faithful to 
his word. 

" Yon will also be glad to hear what use I am making of the 
calicos made from the first Abbeokuta cotton you sent me. I 
think I mentioned in one of my letters that I gave the chief 
Ogubonna twelve yards out of it, in order that he may make 
known to as many as he can what their cotton can make. On 
the 8th instant the newly elected King of Ketu, on the border 
of Dahomey, sent messengers to me with a large calabash of 
honey, for a present, to renew the friendship which existed be- 
tween us and Adebia, the late King, with a request that I would 
send messengers to accompany his to Ketu. On the 15th 
instant I sent Josiah, with the King's messengers, into the cot- 
ton workhouse, to make them take some seeded cotton and put 
it into the cotton-gin, and to turn it themselves, which they 
did, and brought the clear cotton tome; 1 then tied some 
seeded cotton in a small parcel, and the clean cotton in another 
parcel ; I measured out twelve yards of the white calico and six 
yards of the printed, which I gave to the messengers to take to 
their King, as the produce of industry in Abbeokuta, request- 
ing them to tell him all they bad seen of our work in Abbeo- 
kuta, and that the reception of the word of God, accompanied 
with industrial habits, will bring peace and wealth into any 
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